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Sir: 

This communication is in response to the Notice of Allowance mailed September 22, 
2005. The following remarks are respectfully submitted. 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for finding the allowable subject matter in the above- 
referenced application. However, in the Notice of Allowance, Applicant notes that the Examiner 
made the following comment. "Prior art (Kesterman, et al) teaches to have a transition piece 
comprising a tube having a connecting end, a clamp attached to the tube near the connecting end, 
a gasket mounted inside the tube near the connecting end, the transition piece is configured to 
connect to a pipe by fitting the pipe inside the connecting end and engaging the gasket around an 
outside wall of the pipe in a substantially airtight manner and the clamp is configured to tighten 
an outside wall of the tube to create a pressfit engagement between the tube and the pipe but does 
not teach that the transition piece is mounted in a combustion device and further wherein an 
exterior of the transition piece extends through the combustion device in a substantially airtight 
manner such that an interior portion of the combustion device is substantially sealed from 
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ambient surroundings of the combustion device." Applicant has not reviewed Kesterman to 
make a determination whether or not it agrees with the Examiner's characterization of 
Kesterman, and thereafter does not acquiesce to the Examiner's characterization of Kesterman. 
Further, not all of the allowed claims in the present case require or recite the exact language 
recited by the Examiner. Therefore, Applicant asserts that each of the claims are allowable in 
view of the language contained within the claims themselves and are entitled to the full scope of 
their literal language, as well as any and all equivalents under the doctrine of equivalence, and do 
not necessarily rely upon the specific above-dimensioned language. 
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